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Interview on Gun Violence
Introduction
Gun violence is currently on the rise as a result of the increasing accessibility to guns and small arms. I have personally experienced instances with one major one that happened as brought out through this interview responses. This interview will help in the collection of data for analysis of gun violence. Below are my responses to interview questions concerning gun violence.
Responses to Gun Violence Interview Questions
Yes, I have been a victim of gun violence. In fact, I will never forget the direct involvement in the gun violence that I underwent at the age of 17. The incident happened on a Wednesday night when my family and I were attacked by three armed men in our apartment. The men entered our house and pointed a shotgun to my dad commanding him to be still lest he loses his life. That was the first time I felt death close like never before. Had the police not intercepted immediately, I guess my dad would have lost his life since he heard refused to hand over the various cards they wanted. I was actually amazed that gun violence can strike at the time you least expect and at unlikely places. Can you imagine being attacked while, as a whole family, you are on the table having dinner?
The experience has negatively impacted my life since its occurrence. We had to relocate to New York just to try and forget the incident that was still so fresh in our minds. Every time I hear a gunshot anywhere, I must confess the fateful night resurfaces again. I have continued to live with this experience though now it is a thing of the past. The negative impact has resulted in a stigma when it comes to even keeping personal firearms. My dad one time suggested it as a protection mechanism, but the objection was obvious since the gun could have acted as a good reminder of what happened that night. The impact on my personal life is, therefore, something I cannot deny since it is a scar that will take quite some time to heal.
Living in a community with a high rate of gun-related violence is amongst the worst experiences someone can have. To be specific, such a community is always standing out in terms of violence related activities such as robbery with violence, rape and deaths caused by guns shots. The implication of such crimes in terms economic sabotage is big. For instance, no one can be willing to invest in a place where they are not sure security is guaranteed. Furthermore, raising a family is such a place has always proved to be a tragedy since exposure to such violent activities has both psychological and sociological effects on children as they grow. Such kids are bound to get into drug and substance abuse in an effort to fit into such a community. 
Yes. Gun violence is amongst the main reasons as to why residents of a country or just a county may develop differences even when they don’t need to. The classification common in our communities today has always tried to classify people based on who is good or bad depending on whether they are perpetrators or on the receiving end of gun violence. I have come to hate everyone that I see holding a gun and not in uniform identifiable by security agents and I always think such people are criminals aiming at conducting some violence even though my assumptions and perception might be mistaken. The difference is due to the fact that at some point I was once a victim of gun-related violence. The animosity between different people has grown with some feeling that others are targeting them.  
Gun manufacturing is a process that ensures supply of firearms and ammunition to ensure their availability as need arise. This should be differentiated from gun distribution which now ensures the firearms reach the intended users through adherence to the right channels and the correct process. From an ethical perspective, distribution plays a key role in accessibility to the firearms and therefore contributes more to violence caused by guns compared to manufacture which just ensures that these guns are available even though they may not be in the hands of various individuals. To put more wait on it, unethical conduct when it comes to distribution may have a greater negative impact compared to manufacture which when the right procedures are followed, manufacture might as well be controlled to ensure a better way in monitoring the available ones in a nation like the USA. 
According to my personal understanding, gun ownership involves acquiring and being in possession of a firearm for personal protection but within the necessary statutes. For anyone to have ownership, they must fulfill specific requirements to ensure they will not misuse or use the gun to harm someone against the law. However, when someone in ownership of a firearm uses it to harm any other person that that becomes gun violence. Gun violence is always aimed at application of the gun in an area it's not intended. Ownership alone cannot cause pain and harm to people, but when the intended purpose is violated, then the gun violence related activities begin to happen.
The perception that Gun ownership is widespread in USA is a true one. Even though ownership is evenly distributed, there are areas which have high instances of gun violence. It should be noted that not all these areas are similar when it comes to economic empowerment amongst people. People who are rich have low instances of violence and misuses of firearms compared to those with low-income levels, who tend to use the same firearms for purposes such as robbery with violence. This is the main reason that makes other areas in the USA "a hotbed of gun violence “even when other places experience peace while at the same time have people in ownership of the guns. 
Existing gun control laws have not been so effective in controlling gun violence in this county. We have seen an ever-increasing gun ownership tendency, violence has always remained on the increase. This alone is a clear indication that the law in our land has not been customized to handle the issue in a way that can give better solutions without infringing on the rights of people. Even though the law is more focused on ownership process, there is need to refocus and ensure a well-planned mechanism that ensures no misuse of the given guns.
There are a number of steps my County officials can take to reduce gun violence. First of all, let there be economic empowerment. Since most of the violence-related activities are aimed at stealing or robbing, if everyone can be able to take care of their needs there would be no crimes related to guns. Therefore, enhancing the living standards of people in my county will help to alleviate the problem. Education of the community about the application of guns is important since ignorance has led some into misusing guns. Furthermore, it handles the issue, provision of enough security in the violent areas might play a role in reducing some instances as well. 
Individuals have a big part to play to reduce violence. For example, those who own guns can play accountability roles and ensure these firearms are never misused. People who do not have guns should be encouraged to stay together as "brothers' keepers" to support one another in reporting gun-related violence for example.  Proper support by different individual groups is a better strategy if gun violence is to be reduced even though therestill remain other methods that can be used. 
Conclusion
Gun violence is an area that cannot be ignored in the society today if the level of crime is to be lowered. It calls for readiness and willingness to answer different questions as they arise since it is only through such questions aimed at data collection and analysis that appropriate policies can be formulated to avert the problem in the society today. Therefore, in conclusion, Gun violence in our community remains a current trend that we must all be ready to face in an effort to get a lasting solution.

